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It has been 100 years since the “unsinkable” Titanic sank. Perhaps the most compelling reason we’re so fascinated
with this story has to do with the fact that the sinking ship continues to be a morality play about what happens when
humans buy into their own hype. If the Titanic teaches us anything, it’s that we are all seriously sinkable.

For example, the Titanic’s Captain, Edward Smith, had commented a few years earlier that the nature of “modern
shipbuilding” in the early 20th century rendered sinking a near impossibility. “I cannot imagine any condition which
would cause a ship to founder,” he said. “I cannot conceive of any vital disaster happening to this vessel.” Indeed, the
whole Titanic story is one full of hubris based on the idea that such a large, imposing, modern ship could not possibly
suffer a disaster at sea. The upshot of all these things is that the Titanic was really sunk by the human tendency to
ignore bad news and buy into our own hype. Human hubris, in other words, was the real tip of the iceberg.

It’s interesting that after telling his readers about his apostolic credentials as an eyewitness to the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus, the “word of life”, the apostle John proceeds to summarize and expound upon the message that
Christ himself brought — “that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all” In 1 John, the writer defines
darkness more specifically in terms of self-deception. If we believe we’re in “fellowship” with God, and yet we
continue to sin anyway, then the reality is that we’re still walking in “darkness.” Indeed, doing so makes us liars.

If we believe that we “have no sin” — if we have the hubris to claim that we’re unsinkable and perfect — then we’re
engaged in the ultimate self-deception. Not only are we liars when we buy into our own sinless hype, we make Jesus
a liar, too, because he has already cleansed us with his blood.

Confident in the flawless perfection of their ship, the crew of the Titanic pushed her full speed ahead into the cold
darkness of the North Atlantic night, believing that there was no obstacle she could not overcome on her own.
Likewise, if we’re not paying attention to the major design flaws in our own lives, namely our sinful nature, then we
will have a tendency to charge ahead deeper into the darkness of life apart from God, all the while believing that
we’re doing quite well on our own. Eventually, however, we’re headed for a crash of epic proportions.

How do we avoid self-deception? Be honest: St. John encourages his readers to take a good look below deck on a
regular basis and get real about the problems and sins that lie within. Slow down: If we’re going to avoid the sinking
effects of sin, it’s important for us to slow down, too, and get real about what’s wrong. We do that through
confession. Confess: “If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Confession is the first step toward avoiding disaster because it causes us to identify
all the leaks and holes in our lives. Rather than continuing to steam ahead in the dark, John urges us to wait for the
light so that we can navigate life safely. “If we walk in light, as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin” (v. 7). Confession, in other words, leads us to second
chances.

The 1,517 people who went down with the Titanic didn’t get a second chance to overcome the ship’s fatal mistake,
but 100 years later, there are those who are proving that those waters can be navigated safely if you have the right
things in place. On April 8, 2012, the M.S. Balmoral, operated by the same parent company as the Titanic, launched
from Southampton on a 100th anniversary cruise that will follow the Titanic’s route, stopping at the very spot she
went down at 2:20 a.m. April 15 and holding a memorial service for those who were lost. Along the way, passengers
will be treated to the identical menus, music and entertainment enjoyed by the original passengers, as well as lectures
and presentations by Titanic historians. No mention is made in the brochure, however, about safety or lifeboats,
presumably because there are enough this time — just in case.

Confession gives us an opportunity to revisit our own epic crashes, to memorialize what we’ve lost as a result of our
sin, but then to continue steaming toward a new future made possible by Jesus, whose own death and resurrection
ensures that we will land safely on the other side.

Yours in the Risen Christ,

Paotern Bl +
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PRESI DENTS LETTE

The Assembly of the Upper New York Synod will be held again fhis

year in Rochester on June-Bth. This is an annual event that
brings together all congregations serviced by our Synod under
Bishop Marie Jerge. it is quite a large event. Although anyone
belonging to an ELCA congregation within this NY District is
welcome to attend, Emanuel is sending LUGENE MITCHELL
HAMILTON and me- GISELA along with PASTOR BILL as your
'voting' representatives.

We expect to serve several purposes while there on behalf of
Emanuel :

- conduct the business of the ELCA Synod through Plenary
discussions and Resolutions decisions,

- hear reports and proposals for Global Mission initiatives and vdte

on funding for the 2013 Mission Plan, (how much can we
collectively afford);

- elect new Synodwide committees and officers;

- prepare a joyful heart as we participate in the uplifting evening
Eucharist Worship Service;

- greet our Zimbabwe Synod sister partner who we share
common Mission with;

- join an off- site mission project;

-and, deliver Emanuel's monetary gift for the ELCA World
Hunger Appeal.

Most personally rewarding is the 'grass roots' Fellowship that gers
i

established over a meal which allows us to learn and share sto
of struggles and triumphs as each congregation is trying to serv|
it's mission.

I'm pleased to report that Pastor Bill has been invited to
participate in the role of Synod Chaplain during the Assembly.
This is quite an honor for our Ecumenical pastor.

ANNOUNCEMENT : As mentioned above, we will be
delivering Emanuel's donation towards the ELCA World Hunger
Appeal. The congregational Challenge this year is $400.00.
We can only meet (perhaps exceed) this challenge with YOUR
HELP. If possible, could you write an additional check to
Emanuel during the month of MAY and place it in the offering or
send it by mail? Writing WORLD HUNGER on the envelope or
check notation will allow us to keep these designated funds

es

b

separately. Remember, challenge funds collected during MAY will

be delivered to the Assembly the first week in June. Won't you
help this important effort to stomp out global hunger? Please
write a check today.
Yours in Christ,
Gisela Smith
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WEL CAvi | | buy a folding chair storage rack for tl

St ewardshi p:
Ai sd4da scussion about SpiritualgoGidf fel Wowkéhp:-
partnership with other churches
NOWhow wiclolntwenue and explore further possibi
*time and t aAiesnhta swirlvleyssend copies (email) to
Mi ke (for steward scheduling purposes)

Wor shi p/ Musi c:
Luge-want to do something different/ memorable

(al so Memori al Day weekend)
*Pro. Bill will be go8gnod IBasdagt WMpralpdsdSt dr
preach that day (change from Pr. Laura Daly

Mutual Ministry:

Apri-lExZhange -Emadag!l wi |l | host Trinity folKks
Apri-lIExzhange -Sundayy wil |l host Emanuel fol ks
**pboth churches wil| hold regul ar services
(hospitality for April 22 will be? ... ..)
Educati on:
Lau+caonfirmation wil/| be when? how many confi
Outreach:
Brenda: has organized 14 school kits (Carrie
more bags from Amazon.com, then -swsitésdrop the
WELCA atest project is sewing dresses for girl

BUDGET | NQOMPE |

Mar ch
2012 2011

Budget |l ncome 6,640 6, 906 4
Budget Expense 6,500 6, 767

Gain/ (Loss) 140 197
YTD Budget | ncome 21,278 22,106
YTD Budget Expenise 21,591 21,571

Gain/ (Loss) (313) 5 3|5
Average attendance for March 35
YTD average 2012 39
YTD average 2011 4
Chil dren's Sermon Average 1

Lewis Brandes
Financi al Secretary
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WELCA NEWS

At least nine women got together on April 11 for our first Sewing Workday for our mission
project - Dresses for Girls of Africa. A number of dresses were cut out and several were
almost completed. A good time was had by all and we’ll meet again on April 18 to work on
them again.

Not everyone sews, but a couple brought their knitting to be there and offer encouragement.
We encourage anyone who can to join us.

Our Ladies Night Out dinner has been set for May 23, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. the Central
Restaurant in Painted Post. We had such a good turn-out last year and we hope for more this
year. All the ladies of the congregation are encouraged to come.

We voted to buy new lighting for the Maintenance Room and to purchase another Upright
Chair Rack for the Fellowship Hall.

Please join us for our next meeting at 1:00 p.m. on May 7 in the Fellowship Hall.

21 DPUOI aw! OEUPEOQwWPEUWUUUxUDUI HwE

DOWEI Ol EUEUDPOOwWOI wi |l UPEE
HAPPY BI RTHDAY GSHI|IR
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Members of Emanuel contributed enough school
supplies to put together 14 School Kits.
They were assembled and then delivered to
Lutheran World Relief!

To the children who get these kits it can mean the
difference in getting an education or not.

IW\!Lutheran

%}’ ld Rellef Thank you so much to everyone who contributed. Pz’
To ofhers through others

Corning CommuniitsyasFousgd aP aenérr, yproow ilfs
Pantry Statistics.

Households served 6,543

Children served 8,034

Adul ts served 12, 487

El derly served 1,501

Tot al mdmheadi vi dual s served®,i0k22011

*Over 180,598 pound¢*offThfeogodhndagebunetdudes onl \y
Tier food items. It does not include the donated
The statistics for the month of Mar c h, 201 2, ar e
Households served 482

Children served 487

Adul ts served 875

El derly served 133

Tot al individuals served 1li4n95% he month of March

A special "shout out" to all the donors who are g
teers who are dedicated to the daily operation of
we could use tuna, cream of mushroom soup, and aj
[0 elefe e elele e v eleloleceelelecclaleceecleleceleclecceloceeeelerreleleceeclerceccrecloceeclolecceceecelecerelelececlolececlolecclecercclec o
E *The deadline to submit articles forE ma n u e | i®the 15%oof ahch e
H month. Please email your articles to: H
Eﬂ Mike Hamilton at emanuelcorning@hotmail.com E
lole o elelecccleleleeeclelseelelececclelseelecleeeclecerceliecclelierecleceeerecclorereleleceeerecelecerelelececcleleccclelereleclereelee..
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Upstate Update April 18, 2012

Help Feed the Roots of Leadership

: L Courtney Weller, a member of Good Shepherd, Glenville is serving in Bethlehem
in Palestine as part of the Young Adults in Global Mission program through the ELCA. Read
about her latest adventures in her latest newsletter. Courtney has completed her first year at
Gettysburg Seminary and is a candidate for ministry in the Upstate New York Synod. She
participated in a Project Connect internship with Pastor Amber Malone and was Upstate New
York's first "Fund for leaders" Scholar in 2010.

The Fund for Leaders provides scholarships to seminarians to attend any ELCA seminary.
Upstate New York Synod has its own Fund for Leaders account. One goal of the Feed the
Roots of Leadership Capital Campaign is to increase its principal so that more scholarships
are available. Please consider supporting this appeal today.

Fill The Global Barnyard
by the Synodical World Hunger Task Force

Greetings from your Synodical World Hunger Task Force! We have, we believe, put together
a compelling challenge in which congregations may participate, educate themselves and con-
tribute to alleviating hunger and illness in the world. We know that no one campaign is going
to end hunger or malaria, but we certainly can be major contributors to the effort! We hope
you will join us.

You can download the 2012 Synodical Hunger Challenge which, as you will see, includes
participation in the three year ELCA Malaria Campaign which hopes to raise $15 million
above and beyond regular hunger giving by 2015.

We hope that these flyers will be helpful as your congregation becomes aware of the needs of
the hungry and the devastating health effects of malaria-especially on children.

There 1s much, much more information available on the ELCA website: DVDs, downloads,
bulletin inserts, informational games, handouts and an application that lets you develop your
own Tool Kit! Great information and resources.

Our challenge to congregations is $400 each (or more!) which represents 2 of a barn in the
Global Barnyard toward our goal of 56 barns ($800 each) and 56 malaria nets ($10 each) for a
total of $45,360 to send to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal. More, would be wonderful!

»
»



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xQIhgvIVs9N1QcH6hS8xk_NWmZxUOENGNKbvX8BrS2uvvLxKctDNOtgTi5ExHOb0ibCymdjwVRPC2KBzSJNHbaNcpjWeAFusBJCrRiKj4rrqn_z1ZKeR7dMsY3CC56Po5_iNAv3YeS6MF6Aug732nT_apPZDz0Br52R1l0nAEcVzp5yIPqTwPtpg2R2kNySypiACJv_vnEuDn72G13zPZbEOyMdH3NJGMJfT
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xQIhgvIVs9OiE9ffCHh2VnIbFHbclwY_u4z7WqiEUHZ-0TPIcGKhKa3mZu9bYO1zYdHDqnvSK65pnaDWDObEHAXzvVNjmo0JBUPGRi8bvYXNBhtXrdXS_rGmJ6BmspKAmBd5iWDlVpTtvR__WOMmpWLuK1wnwED6zRwsNdLrb2Ihnut4G4AxSEIGz3m6e79CE6wKdE-Ma-m2LM7JAmHmkUkoLPJ-b8qhQPR4
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xQIhgvIVs9Ovh9fEhK_vEa9TK-3yltmIxcW5Zoy_i5n8IsvEZAbW-xPpaY0u4F-d3Jw8U95XVfOQ5sriz79OIKRHrEN3dqaLIaDpDZdjij7fRxDS5I6BZea5dm0Sf405WMMoQZL1HT7O0LLuoh4WgdrxsA-E6G2IzN5VByBk-3t0T5LDzb82f1ayUKt5ytR7AWpHmt43mRaGlycjbpXV6UIAGJ-DH4jLuh6c
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xQIhgvIVs9Ovh9fEhK_vEa9TK-3yltmIxcW5Zoy_i5n8IsvEZAbW-xPpaY0u4F-d3Jw8U95XVfOQ5sriz79OIKRHrEN3dqaLIaDpDZdjij7fRxDS5I6BZea5dm0Sf405WMMoQZL1HT7O0LLuoh4WgdrxsA-E6G2IzN5VByBk-3t0T5LDzb82f1ayUKt5ytR7AWpHmt43mRaGlycjbpXV6UIAGJ-DH4jLuh6c
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You may send the results of your campaign with your voting member = = == e
to the Synod Assembly and visit the World Hunger Table at the .
Mission Faire to add your contribution to the total.

PLEASE have your donation in the form of a CHECK made out to
Upstate New York Synod.

Have your congregation
DO NOT SEND CASH OR CHANGE. learn "All God's Critters Got
We cannot handle it!!!! a Place in the Choir" by Bill

Stains. Watch this video of
the song performed by
Makem and Clancy on

Thank you for your cooperation on this.
Please enjoy this campaign. Have fun with it. The animals lend themselves to
lots of cute ideas especially for the children in your congregation! Go to the You Tube.

ELCA webpage for Good Gifts to see what (free) resources are available.

Good luck! We look forward to seeing you at the Assembly in June to see what we have done together!

Report on the Schoharie Recovery Effort
By Vern Hall, Lutheran Disaster Response Team Leader

He is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed! Thus our Easter greeting to one another as
Lutherans and Brothers and Sisters in Christ. There is also that greeting that we
can use to one another in the Schoharie Creek Basin as Recovery continues
after the deluge. The work goes on unabated with the labors of volunteers from
around our state and from around our country. King of Kings Lutheran in the
Syracuse area and many of our fellow Lutherans in Columbia County have
contributed their labors and their love to the residents of the Basin in Middle-
burgh, Schoharie and in Prattsville. Many of our local congregations take food
for the meals of the volunteers on a regular and timely basis. The flavor of that
food is enhanced with love. Love for our fellows, regardless of their faith or
non-faith. Love that they all have contributed to one another's well-being and
recovery. Faith in action.

For more information visit www.saltrecovery.org.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xQIhgvIVs9MnInayU737yDlClL_ACcL5LCE6-l9MDY6-ddLPbtnHIdmbPq340ffjme1sZy4f80MM7R92c5HKWkskKhJlBLHxZWGbJhikpw0qXdJxbOEcw_ebeU9VuWnHHJ9rgWHWmfRJokuP34HTwZHxw-NokYcSoU4a2teiO3vEMvxZB7LDiP3cxF3aNzP8BhjlwdjrYK-8jFpipDEQzHyf4mvMskoNtzpM
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xQIhgvIVs9PsYKfTULXEfpNrCVvgP0Uh6-eWvJ7wdtyYHdkEQNc--aBLBJis7OArJhpVWSQNmngxSq41FNa6zncoDGpSSxPneP4QMQzlvQ5sb_UxK6LUR1RFOXVJwyb1YhjfyDrtEOOhERlX834VzgeJh9E8h5GkiWhOm02ehfp417Ty7dd31ahsqwFzepbsyK8xYt49ksy-gyFxf1UeQiPwNXac3jlATULP
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xQIhgvIVs9Ps4b-jl056CZGecwnccZB7TQsw39zoyJfYeyZFs85DlUcyvcrwNzkv3k2fe9fwE8BayPmHYYTMyqYUb6uF-6o8JBRngcklU6ecFTgN65LuL6IWkX5g8la7H44CRLBULA26WSOYK9tVB0s42BX6xS7nTQGrjuItjgvECjYQaSyWEaZcEZh8P7ez0RTjHak9bwpL9WRKJ3Y8RPuiXwaCFY0
http://www.saltrecovery.org
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Christ Episcopal Church anmg¢un

May 20 at 3:00 pm - Organ Lecture-Recital with Dr. Leon Crouch, III

open and free to the publi¢

June 3 at 4:00 pm - -Joint Benefit Recital by Musica Spei and Dr. Mariko
Morita, Christ Church Music Director & Organist

Admi ssion i-wilfrdenabubnkraee encourag

Monies raised will be shared equally betw
portion to support the Christ :C

BOOK CLUB BEGINNING THIS MONTH
Our next book is called, "Exodus from Hunger", by David Beckmann.
It is within America's technical and financial power to help end world
hunger in our lifetime, if we set our hearts and minds to the task. Beckmann
lays out a clear and workable plan for effectively using political
channels to make great progress. He not only challenges us to get involved,
he shows us how.
It is no less than our call to do so. We will meet on Thursday, May 17, at
7:00 p.m., at the home of Lucy Peterson, 503 Guinnip Ave, Elmira.
Contact Gisela Smith for more info.

American Red Cross
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May 2012 Steward
Date | May 6 May 13 May 20 May 27 June 3
. Pastor Bill Pastor Bill Pastor Bill Pastor Bill Pastor Bill
Worship
Lutz Lutz Lutz Lutz Lutz
Leader
Worship Brenda Sue Caren Laura Bill
Assistant Passmore Rector Listopadzki Morseman Groeger
Reader Kim Meredith Thomas Laura Carrie
Hufnagle Rector Listopadzki Clark Smith
Meredith Nina Thomas Steven
Acolyte Steven Tyler _ _ _ _ Tyler
Rector Listopadzki Listopadzki
Shirle Charlotte Phyllis Laura
Greeter Mike Hamilton _y y .
Bobrick Estep Groeger Link
John Thomas Mike Duane
Usher Jim Passmore _ _ N .
Rector Listopadzki Kalinich Miller
Phyllis
Altar Carole Adler/ | Carole Adler/ Carole Adler/ Carole Adler/ i
Guild o L o o Brandes/
ui Julie Miller Julie Miller Julie Miller Julie Miller _
Bonnie
Johnson
Passmore Rector Brandes Kalinich Miller
Counters Team Team Team Team Team
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May 2012

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
L Blood
t I adz2N K2 dzZNa .
MM W LIY Drive
{ SONB G NBE K2 dzNA 11:30-4:30
MM TFHY LJY
6 4 8 9 10 11 12
Worship WELCA Council
Service t I aid2N|K2dz2NRE i
11 AM 1 PM M M a—lfw LJY ’ M7eetr|7r119
{SONBGFNBE K2 dNE P
WW 5-7 pm MM THHY LIY
GS 57
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Worship ) Book
Service t I adz2N|K2dzNa Club
- +Ww LYY
LLAM WWS-7 pm {MSMO NB G NBE K2 dzNA 7pm
MM TIHY LJY
GS 57
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Worship )
Service tFad2NJ K2 dz2NB&
11 AM WW 5-7 pm MM W LJY
{ SONB Ul NB K2 dzNa
MM TIHY LJY] GS 57
27 28 29 30 31
Worship )
Service t I ad2 N K2 dzNA
11 AM WW 5-7 pm MM AW LY
{ SONB Ul NB K2 dzN&A
MM TFHY LJY GS 57

dAsk, and it will be given to you. Seek, and you will find. Knock, and the door will be opened
to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks,
the door will be e8pened. 6 (Matthew 7:7
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